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The solutions to Johannesburg’ housing problems and its enlightenment

QIU Yuying
(The Center for Chinese Modern City Studies, East China Normal University. Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract: After 300 years of colonial rule and half a century of apartheid, South African’s taking off has
shocked the world. In 2011, the president of South Africa Jacob Zuma appeared in the third summit of
BRIC countries. Then BRIC countries turned into BRICS. As its economy grows, the government pays
more attention to correcting the spatial and socioeconomic injustices of the past. It is intended to help the
poor and especially the black who suffered a lot in the past. In this article, there is an introduction of the
housing problems in Johannesburg, the largest city in SA, and the reasons of them. Later there is a
outline of the major work that the government has done to deal with the housing problems of the poor. At
the end of this article, conclusions are made about experience and enlightenment from all these
practices.

keywords: South Africa, Johannesburg, housing problem, renting housing, apartheid



